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accidents. In this respect, use of Salvia divinorum appears more similar to sniffing glue,
inhaling gasoline fumes, or taking high doses of diphenhydramine (Benadryl), than to
addictive drugs such as heroin, cocaine, marijuana, and methamphetamine. A potential
advantage of regulatory control would be to prevent such abuse and potential accidents.
A potential disadvantage is that highly restrictive regulatory control would inevitably
constrain scientific advancement because such restrictions decrease access and increase
bureaucratic burdens to conducting scientific research with these compounds, which has
importance for research on the biology of Alzheimer’s disease, schizophrenia, bipolar
disorder, dementia, pain management, and drug dependence. An additional potential
disadvantage of regulatory control is that it will further encumber already overburdened
drug enforcement efforts, ultimately distracting from the control of scheduled drugs with
very clear and substantial public health burdens (e.g., heroin, cocaine).
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